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TO A LITERARY FRIEKD  IN SORROW.

8th mo., 30, 1888.

Ever since I saw thee in thy beautiful home, I
have thought of thee, in the deep sympathy and
earnest desire that with the dear memories of the
past, hope and aspiration may be blended. I am
glad to hear of thy literary work, not only for thy
work's sake, but for thyself. I am sure thy ex-
perience of love and sorrow (are they ever far
apart ?) will bear fruit richer and sweeter for the
loss and bitterness.

TO ELIZABETH STUART PHELPS  WARD.1

10th mo., 22, 1888.

I congratulate you from my heart. You have
my best wishes for your happiness and the full real-
ization of " the one great purpose of creation, Love,
the sole necessity of Earth and Heaven." There is
nothing else worth living for. ... I am not sure I
am any better for my long life, any nearer to God,
but He seems nearer to me, and that comforts me.

TO  AKNTE  FIELDS.

12th mo., 14, 1888.

The report of the Associated Charities gives me
a fuller comprehension of the magnitude as well as
the need of the great work you have undertaken.
It is the very science of charity; no longer blind
instinct of indiscriminate pity, making the poverty
it seeks to relieve, but a clear-eyed and wise be-
nevolence, which helps the poor and suffering by
aiding them to help themselves. . . . The winter

1 On the occasion of her marriage.